


 

At any time in the service when we invite you to stand 
you are welcome to remain seated if you need to. 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

 
Called to ministries of grace, 
We respond with deep commitment 
Fresh new lines of faith to trace. 
May we learn the art of sharing, 
Side by side and friend with friend, 
Equal partners in our caring 

 

 
 

Let us follow, never faltering, 
Reconciling folk on earth. 
Men and women, richer, poorer, 

 
Blending human skills together 
Gracious gifts from God unfold. 

So God grant us for tomorrow 
Ways to order human life 

sorrow 
With a calm that conquers strife. 
Make us partners in our living, 
Our compassion to increase, 
Messengers of faith, thus giving 
Hope and confidence and peace. 

Words: Jane Parker Huber (1926-2008) 
Tune: Blaenwern, William Penfro Rowlands (1860-1937). TiS 590 



WELCOME 

Grace and peace to you from God. 
God fill you with truth and joy. 

Liturgist:     Be with us, Spirit of God;  
for nothing can separate us from your love. 
Breathe on us, breath of God;  
and fill us with your loving presence. 
Speak in us, wisdom of God;  
and bring strength, healing and peace. 

God of our days and years,  
we set this time apart to be still. 
Form us in the likeness of Christ 
so that our lives may reflect you. Amen. 1 

THE GLORIA 

 

 

                                                 
1 Church of England 



 

 

Words: Jenny Blood. Music: Michael Bell 

Please be seated. 

Liturgist: 

We come seeking forgiveness and wholeness  
for ourselves and for our world. 

FORGIVENESS 

 

[Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy]  2 

                                                 
2 Ian Render. Tune: Newlands Road. FFS 13 



 

Silence 

God of life, 
in our indifference and helplessness 
we destroy your creation; 
we condone violence and ignore suffering; 
we do not act with compassion and justice. 
Breathe on us, God, this day, 
that we might be whole again. 3 

Priest: God forgives us, 
forgive others,  
forgive yourself. 

THE SENTENCE AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God raises up those who are bowed down,  
and loves those who are just. 
God cares for the stranger in the land,  
and sustains the widows and orphans.                         Psalm 146:8-9 

God of the Sabbath, 
may this be the hour when your healing and welcome  
breaks through our desire for control. 
May your joy stretch the fabric of our hearts 
and inspire us to welcome all. Amen. 4 

PSALM 103:1-8              Chant: Henry Walford Davies (1869-1941) 
Praise the Lord O my soul 

 

Praise the Lord O my soul 
and forget not all that God has done for you. 

The Lord forgives you all your sin 
and heals you of all your infirmities. 

The Lord saves your life from the grave 
and crowns you with love and mercy. 

The Lord fills your life with good things 
 

                                                 
3 Jenny Blood (1932-2022) 
4 Steven Shakespeare, adapted 



 

You Lord are righteous in your acts 
and bring justice to all that are oppressed. 

You showed your ways to Moses 
your deeds to the children of Israel. 

You are full of compassion and mercy, 
slow to anger and rich in kindness. 

THE FIRST READING 

A reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah. 

Isaiah 58:9b-14 

 

Thanks be to God. 

THE GRADUAL HYMN 

We sing  
 

unbinding all from grief and shame 
the song to set us free. 

 
when evil would prevail. 
Give us the hands and hearts to serve 
to strive and not to fail. 

Justice and peace will come about 
 

when holiness in every part 
inspires humanity. 

 
with hope and joyful praise. 
God will greet all in every task 
enlightening all our days. 

Words: Jenny Blood (1932-2022) 
Tune: Richmond, later form of melody by Thomas Haweis (1734-1820), 

adapted by Samuel Webbe the younger (c.1770-1843). TiS 425 



 

THE GOSPEL 

Hear the Gospel of Christ according to Luke 
chapter thirteen, beginning at verse ten. 

 
Luke 13:10-17 

This is the Gospel of Christ.  

 5 

THE ADDRESS 

SILENCE 

ANTHEM 

Love divine                                                                  Howard Goodall 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Liturgist:        

Let us pray for those far and near, people and places,  
powerful and powerless, all for whom we are concerned.

                                                 
5 Music: Michael Bell 



THE PEACE 
Please stand for the Greeting of Peace. 

Kia tau tonu te rangimarie o te Ariki ki a koutou. 
A ki a koe ano hoki. 

[The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you.] 

Please turn and greet those around you with peace. 

THE OFFERTORY HYMN 6 
Put peace into each other's hands 
and like a treasure hold it, 
protect it like a candleflame, 
with tenderness enfold it. 

Put peace into each other's hands 
with loving expectation; 
be gentle in your words and ways, 
in touch with God's creation. 

Put peace into each other's hands 
like bread we break for sharing; 
look people warmly in the eye: 
our life is meant for caring. 

As at communion, shape your hands 
into a waiting cradle; 
the gift of Christ receive, revere, 
united round the table. 

Put Christ into each other's hands, 
he is love's deepest measure; 
in love make peace, give peace a chance, 
and share it like a treasure. 

Words: Fred Kaan (1929-2009). Tune: St Columba. TiS 523 

                                                 
6 There is a donation bowl on the back table. For electronic giving option:  

 text stmatthew to 818 to make a fast one off or ongoing donation by credit 
card to St Matthew-in-the-City or 

 download the PUSHPAY app from Apple Store or Google Playstore and 
search for St Matthew-in-the-City. 



THE PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
It is right to give you thanks, Creator of all, 
for your voice alone brought light and life to birth when all began. 
You called each one of us to be, 
and named us with the name that you alone could speak. 
You called us to be lovers of creation, 
and to care for each other as you had cared for us. 



 

But we betrayed your trust 
and we in turn became the victims of betrayal. 
The bond of trust became the bondage of division:  
male and female, Jew and Gentile, 
slave and free, oppressor and oppressed. 

Yet you in your love did not desert us, 
but instead Jesus came among us to seek us out, 
to gather in the lost and outcast. 
He threw open the doors of freedom, 
casting out the darkness of our hearts 

 

In place of judgment, Jesus gave us compassion; 
in place of condemnation, healing. 
And even as he came to share our suffering,  
he called us to be witnesses, 
to follow in the way that led to the cross; 
and to see with our own eyes the depths of your forgiveness. 
Therefore, with all that have life in him, we praise you and sing: 

 



 

On the night before he died,  
our friend and brother Jesus took bread, 
and when he had given thanks to you,  

he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine, 
and when he had given thanks,  
he gave it to the disciples and said: 

 
This is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

Therefore, loving God, we offer this bread and wine,  
giving thanks for his death and resurrection: 

 

 

 



 

Now, as was promised, send us your loving Spirit, 
that this bread and this cup may represent 
the life-giving presence of your Christ,  

and make us one in your covenant of love, 
proclaiming the freedom of new life, as together we sing: 7 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Kua akona nei t tou e to t tou Ariki, ka inoi t tou: 

E t  m tou Matua i te rangi,  
kia tapu t u Ingoa.  
Kia tae mai t u rangatiratanga.  
Kia meatia t u e pai ai ki runga ki te whenua,  
kia rite an  ki t  te rangi.  
H mai ki a m tou ianei  
he taro m  m tou m  t nei r .  
Murua  m tou hara,  
me m tou hoki e muru nei,  
i  te hunga e hara ana ki a m tou.  
Aua hoki m tou e kawea kia whakawaia;  
engari whakaorangia m tou i te kino:  
N u hoki te rangatiratanga, te kaha, me te kor ria,  

ke, ake, ake. mine. 

                                                 
7 The Great Thanksgiving is adapted from a service from St Gregory of Nyssa, San Francisco 



 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

The bread we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 

We who are many are one body,  
for we all share the one bread. 

We sing three times: 

 

THE INVITATION 

 
tangohia  

Come, bringing your varied faiths and backgrounds,  
for all are welcome to share in this act of communion. 

All are welcome to come and receive the bread;  
there are gluten free wafers, just ask the serving priest. 

If you do not wish to take communion  
you may come forward for a blessing. 

If the stairs are a barrier please sit in the front pews  
and communion will be brought to you. 

Te Taro o te Ora. The bread of life. 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 
Sicut cervus                                Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (1525-1594) 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God, whom we know in love and graciousness,  
we accept with gratitude all that lies within this sacred feast. 

May we carry into the world the bread which brings life 
and the wine of compassion for all who wait in longing. 
This we pray in your name. Amen. 8 

THE BLESSING 

NOTICES 

FINAL HYMN 

The love of Jesus calls us 
our joyous praise to sing; 
our deeply felt thanksgivings 
we now together bring, 

 
unasked yet still received, 
and for the generations, 
who faithfully believed. 
 
The love of Jesus calls us, 
that we may always be 
companions on a journey, 
where all the world may see 
that serving Christ is freedom 
which time does not destroy; 

 
and every duty joy. 
 

                                                 
8 Dorothy McRae-  



The love of Jesus calls us 
in swiftly changing days, 

-creators 
in new and wondrous ways; 
that God with men and women 
may so transform the earth, 
that love and peace and justice 

 

Words: Herbert O'Driscoll 
Tune: Aurelia, Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876). TiS 457 

Deacon from the rear of the Church: 

Go now for the Spirit of God is alive in the land. 

Amen. We go in the power of love. 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 

Chant Donné - Hommage à Jean Gallon     Maurice Duruflé (1902-1986) 



MUSIC NOTES 

Love Divine was commissioned by the British Choir Schools' 
Association to celebrate the new millennium. Although a seemingly 
odd choice of text (the original was published in 1747), Howard 
Goodall "realised on looking at this wonderful set of verses afresh 
that it was possible to hear them with a slightly different lilt and 
accent - to put them into a contemporary context. I was also drawn 
to use this beautiful poetic text as both the author Charles Wesley 
(co-founder of the Methodist Movement) and I were one time 
undergraduates of Christ Church, Oxford; a fitting connection 
considering the first performance of this new setting." Love Divine 
was first performed on 26 February 2000 in Oxford by the choir of 
Christ Church Cathedral, as part of a concert celebrating the 
founding 150 years before of the city of Christchurch, New Zealand, 
by a pioneer religious group from the Oxford college.  

nearby town of Palestrina, from which he took his name, trained as a 
choirboy in the Roman church of S. Maria Maggiore, and was 
appointed to prominent positions in the Roman musical 
establishment. In 1551 he was appointed maestro of the Cappella 

months in the Sistine choir until the introduction of a celibacy rule by 
the new pope led to his dismissal as a married man. Sicut cervus has 

held up as a model of Renaissance imitative polyphony, in this case 
expressive of serene but fervent spiritual yearning. Its psalm text was 
appropriately appointed as the first part of the Tract at the blessing 
of the font on Holy Saturday. Translation: As the stag yearns for 
springs of water: so my soul yearns for you, God. 

We invite you to keep this copy of the Service and take it home with you  
to share with another member of your family, or with a friend  

OR put in a recycling bin provided at the back of the church.  

Music for Liturgical responses is by Paul Chan 

Hymns reproduced with permission under CCLI licence 637264 
Hymns and music livestreamed with permission under CCLI licence 1483113 


