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At any time in the service when we invite you to stand
you are welcome to remain seated if you need to.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Come to a sacred space with open heart and mind;
come willing to explore and seek a living faith.

In this new space, we long to gain

a faith that touches joy and pain.

We come with questions deep; we come with answers few,
yet longing for some light to shine upon our quest.

We take the risk of losing faith,

yet we can walk no other path.

We gently put aside concepts and creeds of old,

yet seek some ancient wisdom that our hearts may hold.
From seeds of doubt, new life may flow,

if given care and space to grow.

What do we hold as true? Compassion for each one,
justice and love for ev'ry creature on this earth;

the sacredness of human care;

this is a path that all may share.

Words: Helen Wiltshire
Tune: Love Unknown, John Nicholson Ireland (1879-1962). TiS 3471



WELCOME

Priest:

Grace to you and peace from God our Creator,
the love at our beginning and without end,
in our midst and with us.

God is with us, here we find new life.

Liturgist:

We gather as a community of faith to make our Lenten journey.
May God be with us in our letting go and in our living with hope.
May our minds be open; may our hands be strong;

may our hearts be gentle; may our spirits sing. Amen.

Please be seated.

RECONCILIATION

“Put away your former way of life,
be renewed in the spirit, and clothe yourself with a new self,

created according to the likeness of God.”
Ephesians 4:22-24

KYRIE

from Missa Emendemus in melius G. P. da Palestrina (1525-1594)

Loving God,

you know the things that tempt us

and the things that give us life.

We confess that we have denied your generosity
and relied on our own cleverness.

Have mercy on us, we pray:

cover us with your grace,

feed us with the bread of life,

and re-create us in your image. Amen.

Priest:

In our brokenness and in our humanness, God forgives us.

In Christ we are set free.
In Christ we are enough.



SENTENCE AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

Happy is the one who is forgiven,

whose wound is healed,

happy the one restored to your harmony,

in whose spirit there is no more deceit. Psalm 32:1, 2

In the tenderness of the love we call God,

may we be courageous enough to love ourselves,
our neighbours and our forgiving earth,

so we might heal the hurts of lives lived with fear.
In the power of the Holy Spirit

may we be courageous enough

to face the call for justice and thankful enough

to drink the life-giving water you pour. Amen.

PSALM 32, VERSES 1-9

Chant: Peter Hurford (1930-2019)

Blessed are those whose offences are forgiven,
whose sin has been put away.

Blessed are those to whom the Lord imputes no guilt
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

While | held back from confessing my sin
my body wasted away
through my groaning all day long.

For your hand was heavy upon me day and night
| was dried up and withered,
as it were by drought in summer.

Then | acknowledged my sin to you
my guilt | did not hide.

| said, ‘I will confess my sins to the Lord’
and so you forgave the wickedness of my sin.

Therefore let all those that are faithful pray to you in time of trouble
when great flood-water rises, it shall not come near them.

You are a place to hide me in, you will preserve me from trouble,
you will surround me with shouts of deliverance.

‘1 will teach you, and guide you in the way you should go,
| will keep you under my eye and give you counsel’.



FIRST READING

A reading from the Book of Joshua.
Joshua 5:9-12

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL HYMN

We love the place, O God,
in which your honour dwells:
the joy of your abode,

all earthly joy excels.

We love the house of prayer:
for where Christ's people meet;
our risen One is there

to make our joy complete.

We love the word of life,
the word that tells of peace,
of comfort in the strife

and joys that never cease.

Words: William Bullock (1798-1874), revised by Henry W. Baker (1821-1877)
Tune: Quam Dilecta, Henry Lascelles Jenner (1820-1898). HFTC 558



THE GOSPEL

Hear the Gospel of Christ according to Luke,
chapter fifteen, beginning at verse one.
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Be a lamp to my feet.
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

This is the Gospel of Christ.

f)ll I |

2
IIFG

) [

Be a light for my path.

SERMON
SILENCE
ANTHEM

[ will lift up mine eyes Ernest Walker (1870-1949)

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Liturgist:  Let us pray for those far and near,
people and places, powerful and powerless,
all for whom we are concerned.

THE PEACE

Please stand for the Greeting of Peace.

Blessed be Christ the Prince of Peace
who breaks down the walls that divide.

Kia tau tonu te rangimarie o te ariki ki a koutou
A ki a koe ano hoki.

Please turn and greet those around you with peace.



OFFERTORY HYMN *

Wake, now my senses, and hear the earth call;
feel the deep power of being in all;

keep, with the web of creation your vow,
giving, receiving as love shows us how.

Wake, now my reason, reach out to the new,
join with each pilgrim who quests for the true;
honour the beauty and wisdom of time;

suffer your limit, and praise the sublime.

Wake, now compassion, give heed to the cry;
voices of suffering fill the wide sky;

take as your neighbour both stranger and friend,
praying and striving their hardship to end.

Wake, now my conscience, with justice your guide;
join with all people whose rights are denied;

take not for granted a privileged place;

God's love embraces the whole human race.

Wake, now my vision of ministry clear;
brighten my pathway with radiance here;
mingle my calling with all who will share;

work toward a planet transformed by our care.

Words: T. J. S. Mikelson
Tune: Slane (1), Irish traditional melody harm. David Evans (1874-1948). TiS 547

* During this hymn there is a collection to support St Matthew’s. DONATE
@35@
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For electronic giving options:

1. to make a fast one-off, or ongoing, donation to St Matthew-in-the-

City text stmatthew to 818, or scan this QR code: a-=§¢ ;
2. use the Tap-n-Go terminal on top of the donation box. Of a5




THE PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS

No one comes as a stranger to this holy table.

All of us are honoured and expected guests.

Each of us is invited to come as we are,

holding these humble offerings of bread and wine,
the food and drink of ordinary life

made with human hands

from the gifts which lie in God’s creation.

Blessed be God forever.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to offer thanks and praise.

" Dorothy Mc Rae-McMahon “Liturgies for High Days” p.122



Holy One, in this dry and weary land

we give you thanks and praise.
You provide for us in our need;

you set a table for us in the wilderness.

Even when we despair and complain against you,
you feed us with bread from heaven.
Even when we quarrel and question your grace,

you give us water from a stone.
How can we keep silent?

Even dry bones in the valley of death

stand to sing your praise:
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We give you thanks and praise for Jesus,
our way in the wilderness,

our companion in the desert.

Who knows our hunger and thirst;

gives us the bread of life to eat

and living water to drink.

Who leads us beside still water

and prepares this table for us,

even in the presence of our enemies.

On the night that Jesus was betrayed,
he gathered with his friends
for a meal that tasted of freedom.

Calling them to his table,

he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said:
‘This is my body, which is given for you.

Do this to remember me.’

In the same way after supper, he took the cup of wine, saying:
‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood.
Do this, whenever you drink it, to remember me.’

Now pour out your Holy Spirit upon this bread, this wine,
this dry and weary land.

By the power of your Spirit,

breathe life into our dust and hope into our bones.
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As we receive this bread and wine,

make us one in the body of Christ.

Let us live to show your love to all,

until our wilderness wandering is over,
and we gather around your feasting table.
Amen.

Please be seated.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Kua akona nei tatou e to tatou Ariki, ka inoi tatou:

E to matou Matua i te rangi,

kia tapu tou Ingoa.

Kia tae mai tou rangatiratanga.

Kia meatia tau e pai ai ki runga ki te whenua,
kia rite ano ki to te rangi.

Homai ki a matou aianei

he taro ma matou mo ténei ra.

Murua 0 matou hara,

me matou hoki e muru nei,

i 0 te hunga e hara ana ki a matou.

Aua hoki matou e kawea kia whakawaia;
engari whakaorangia matou i te kino:

Nou hoki te rangatiratanga, te kaha, me te kororia,
Ake, ake, ake. Amine.



THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
We break this bread to share in the hope of Christ.

We who are many are one body,
for we all share the one bread.

We sing three times Taize “ Within our darkest night”:
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fire that never dies a - way, neverdies a - way.

THE INVITATION

Haere mai e te kahui a te Atua,

tangohia enei kai rangatira a te Karaiti.

Come, bringing your varied faiths and backgrounds,
for all are welcome to share in this act of communion.
All are welcome to come and receive the bread and wine;

there are gluten free wafers, just ask the serving priest.

There is a chalice for dipping -
simply hold the bread in front of you to signify your choice.

If you do not wish to take communion you may come forward for a blessing.

If the stairs are a barrier please sit in the front pews
and communion will be brought to you.

Te Taro o te Ora. The bread of life.
Te Kapu o te Ora. The cup of salvation.



MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

Call to remembrance Richard Farrant (1530-1580)

O for a closer walk with God Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Living God,

when we are afraid, walk beside us.

When we are empty, restore us.

When we lack purpose, give us strength.
For you meet us in the wilderness

and, with Christ, you bring us home. Amen. 2

BLESSING

NOTICES

2 Jenny Blood (1932-2022)



FINAL HYMN

We have a gospel to proclaim,

Good news for all throughout the earth;
a gospel treating all the same,

we sing God's glory, tell God's worth.

Tell of the birth at Bethlehem,

not in a royal house or hall;

but in a stable dark and dim

the Word made flesh, a light for all.

Tell of the death that Jesus died,

a victim of intrigue and lies;

his pain and sufferings hard to hide,
but faith and hope can still arise.

Tell of the message: life restored,
despair now gone, a future to see;
the way is opened for us all

to live with joy, our dreams set free.

Words: Edward Joseph Burns, adapted
Tune: Fulda, W. Gardiner’s ‘Sacred Melodies’, Vol. Il, 1815
Melody probably by William Gardiner (1770-1853). TiS 608

Deacon from the rear of the Church.
Go now to live the gospel, go in peace.
Amen. We go to serve in love.

ORGAN VOLUNTARY

Sonatina from Cantata 'Gottes Zeit ist die allerbeste Zeit’, BWV 106
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)



We invite you to keep this copy of the Service and take it home with you to share
with another member of your family, or with a friend OR
put in a recycling bin provided at the back of the church.

Music for Liturgical responses is by Michael CW Bell

Hymns reproduced with permission under CCL/ licence 637264
Hymns and music livestreamed with permission under CCL/ licence 1483713



