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Who knows the Cuba Street fountain, the wonky, colourful 
water feature in central Wellington?   

Preparing this sermon and reflecting on the Trinity, I thought 
of the fountain - the water from the red bucket tipping into 
the yellow bucket and then into another red bucket and so 
on it.  The same water going from bucket to bucket, the 
fountain dumping an erratic stream of water through its 
buckets, slopping a large portion over the surrounding 
pavement as it descends.   

At the time of its installation in 1969 some described the 
fountain as ugly, inefficient, absurd and a monstrosity.  But 
one local wrote in a letter to the editor "In this world where 
everything is precise, neat, speedy and always so 'practical', 
it is sheer bliss to watch the water gloriously and gorgeously 

UK diplomat posted in Wellington tweeted that it is New 

fascination with it that continues to bring people flocking to 
it more than 50 years after its installation.1   

                                                           
1 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/30/top-british-
diplomats-husband-pokes-fun-at-new-zealands-crappiest-fountain 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/67484535/cuba-st-
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The Trinity could be described in some of the same terms as 
the fountain perhaps - controversial, inefficient (why do we 

make much sense), monstrous (in terms of its elusiveness), 
mysterious (why is it so magnetic, so attractive and 
mesmer
flow from one bucket to the other like the flow from one 
element of the Trinity to the other - maybe?   

indiscreet, not trying to ensure everything is correct, in order 

-
bringing blessing comes, is poured out on us, on who we are, 

 

So the Trinity is a mystery, wonky, inefficient, flowing, 

what the Holy Spirit is all about or how do three elements of 
the trinity - Father, Son and Holy Spirit relate to each other. 

profess Christian faith are taking our own experiences and 
theology of the risen and ascended Christ and trying to find 

 we add the 

ourselves, in ways that make sense in the context of our own 
lives in the same way the disciples were trying to make 
sense of the mad rush of events and experiences that had 
confronted them. 

Richard Rohr says that our logic has to break down before 
we can comprehend the nature of the universe and the bare 
beginnings of the nature of God, that the doctrine of the 
Trinity is saying that God is not only stranger than we think, 
but stranger than we can think.2  

                                                           
2 https://cac.org/daily-meditations/trinity-2018-09-11/ 
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That the mystery of the Trinity is telling us we have to live in 
exquisite, terrible humility before the reality of the 
strangeness of God, and by engaging in an ongoing search 
for understanding and coming face to face with how little we 
can ever know, having to find compassion for ourselves and 
so for everyone else in their search for understanding.3  

So maybe accepting the messy mystery, resisting the drive 
for a neat explanation, a practical purpose and continuing to 
tussle with what it means is the best, the only, approach.   

We should be used to mystery after all - 

understand it all with absolute 100% clarity?  Calling it a 
mystery doe
the mystery, living a life steeped in it, exposes us in our 
vulnerability and so leads us to compassion - for ourselves 
and others.  Leads us back to the single certainty  - that of 

ove that has Jesus reassure the 

 

Gospel though.  Note what Jesus directs the disciples to do 
in the name of the Trinity - he instructs them to go, make 
disciples of all nations and baptise them, remembering that 

them to take the largest possible view of what constitutes 
their world.  Their mission is to all nations.  Not just to those 
who look like them, speak their language, share a similar 
religion or culture.  All the nations.  The message is clear - 
look wide, look far, include everyone, exclude noone. 

Future Directions Consultation and affirm our vision for St 

                                                           
3 https://cac.org/daily-meditations/welcome-darkness-mystery-
2017-07-19/ 
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vicar, we must be looking out to the world too.  Our vision 
has to be broad, broader than what St Matthews may be for 
each of us as we come through the doors and sit in the pews 
week by week.  It has to look out into the world and ask 
what we can be in the world.   It has to encompass a vision 
of what St Matthews will be for others. T
demands that we think beyond ourselves, consider how we 
relate to the world, what we bring to all the nations but 
reminds us that we do not do this on our own, under our 
own steam because Jesus is with us in the midst of it all, 
always. 

So l
 


